CHRISTIAN 


Certain good and wholeſome ORDERS, for the well- governing of my 
rſation, as becometh the Children of the 


Family, in a right Chriſtian Con 
Light and Truth of the Moſt Hi 


DI SC IPLINE: | 
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GOD. Divided into Two Parts. 


1 
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ightneſs and in Truth; and the GoDs which your Fathers ſerved beyond the 
Went Lond, « 0 r will ſerve, whether the GoDs which your 


JOSHUA, xxiv. 14, 15. Now therefore fear the Lox, and ſerve him in 


Flood, and in EGYPT, and ſerve the LORD: And if it ſeem Evil unto vou to ſe'ye the Lokp, 


— 


chooſe you this Da 


Fathers ſerved tha were on the other Side the Flood, or the Go ps of the AmotiTes, in whoſe Land ye dwell: But as for me and my Houſe we will ſerrg the Lo RD, 


P A K 1 the Full 
IMPRIMIS, 8 = 
s it becometh us, to whom is made known the only wiſe, 

# inviſible, and omnipotent God; and that heavenly ſpiritual 
$ Worſhip which only pleaſeth him; always to retain him in 
& our Knowledge, with all due Fear, gadly Reverence, and 
iincere Obedience: So more eſpecially, is my Command in 
the heavenly Authority, as a Chriſtian Maſter of my Family, That all 
SS and aſſemble 


in it, and of it, who profeſs the Truth with me, 

every Morning, with all Humility and godly Fear, fo wait upon the Al- 
mighty GOD our Creator, to receive and enjoy his 
freſhing Preſence, that being ſanctify'd by Him, 
Name, and return the Praiſes due to him from Men and Angels for ever. 


SECONDLY, That every Day about the eleventh Hour (unleſs diverted þ| 


by ſome extraordinary Occaſion) it is alſo — that all come toge- 
ther again, and every one in his Turn, read either the Scriptures of 
Truth, or ſome Martyrology, or Hiſtory of the People of GOD, or 
Books of Friends, as ſhall be provided for that Purpbpſe 
Tumor, That the fame Practice be obſerves aboit the ſixth Hour: 


"the Evening, to the End, that we may be ſtirred up & to abhor the Acti- 


ons of Evil Doers, ſo to embrace and tollow the 
Zeal, Holineſs, and Conſtancy of the Rigt wh 
at tho c Days which are "2ppointe: 
to worſhip GOD upon, none under any Pretence (it 
unavoidably engaged to the contrary) neglect going to ſuch Meetings, 


zample of Patience, 
oy 7 A * 


(as the Manner of ſome may be) but that they conſtantly and timely | 
attend and frequent the ſame, as becometh a Family fearing the Lord, | 


and that is zealous for his everlaſting Truth. 


FieTHLY, That there be a Watch kept over every Mind, fo that it may | 


not err from the Counſel of GOD, and weighty Government of His Ho- 


come over it, and the Evil One enter to ſow all Manner ot evil Seeds, | 


ly Truth, in whatſoever it is exerciſed about, leaſt Darkneſs and Deadneſs | 
as Strife, Envy, Evil-watching, Levity, Pride, and all ſuch like; and the | 


latter End of ſuch be worſe than their Beginning, 
SIXTHLY, That every one keep out of unfavoury Words that provoke 


ing Mercies and re- 
e may Hallow his J 


| 3 
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|.come to Dinner about the Twelfth; and that all come to Supper 


a Health, and not I venth Hour. 


Lightneſs, which load the righteous Witneſs in themſelves and others. 
SEVENTHLY, That none call each other bad Names, nor give themſelves 
to Wrath or Railing, but if any Thing of Difference ſhould happen, let 
none ſleep upon it, nor the Sun go down upon his or her Wrath, but confeſs 
to each other, and ſeek Peace and purſue it, for that is well pleaſing unto 
GOD. 55 8 5 
ErcHTHLY, That though every One have a particular Service a 
inted, yet that all ſo live in the Love of Chriſt Jeſus, who waſh'd 
dis Diſciples Feet, as to be ready and willing to aſſiſt each other, for that 
becometh Brethren and Fellow-ſervants. 
NixTHLY, That all Drunkenneſs, Laſciviouſaeſs, Lying, Defrauding, 
Emulation, Back-biting, Tale-bearing, 2 raking the 
Name of GOD or Chriſt ia vain, Pride, Stubbor ttery, Sloth- 
ſulneſs, Falſeneſs, Eye- ſervice, or ſuch like Fruits of Darkneſs be not fo 
much as named amongſt you: For you well know that thoſe who do ſuch 
Things cannot inherit the Kingdom of GOD; and be aſſured, that after 
due Reproof, ſuch ſhall not continue in my Family. | 


PHILIP, iv. 8, 9. 


Tests, And as it becometh 4 Chriſtian Maſter and" Miltreſs i 


require nothing from Servants that is not agreeable to the righteous Truth 


of GOD; ſo they keeping in their Places, that you all make it ſolemn 
Matter of Conſcience before the Lord to be upright, faithful, diligent, and 
obedient towards them, not {lighting them becaule they are your Brethren. 


ll 


3 PART the Second. 
As I have acquitted my Conſcience in expreſſing what was enjoined me of 


larly relate to GO D's Holy Worſhip, and their Cbriſtian Duty and Con- 
verſation : So was it my Deſire to declare my Mind in Matters (ths of 


And that now fellows as proper to the Diviſion or Table of Orar5* 


IMPRIMTIS, 1 


Far the Family ariſe every Morning from the ſirſt of rhe firſt 
Month till th; firſt of the third Month about fix in the Morning, and 
8 e firſt che third Month to the firſt of the ſeventh Month about 
the fifth Hour in the Morning, ʒnd from the firſt of the ſeventh Month 
the firſt of the niath Montp ab. at the ſixth Hour, and from the Beop 
0 — — | | 


. — {A 


to Bre1KTialt” z00 


Tumor, That every One take it in their proper Turn to kaock or ring 


ſons, whether to religious Exerciſes or Meals, as they ſhall be ordered. 
FouRTHLyY, That every Servant after Supper come and render to their 


Maſter and Miſtreſs an Account of what has been done the fame Day, and 


| receive reſpective Inſtructions for the enſuing Day. 
FIFTHLY, That every One in their Turn take Care that all Gates and 


Doors be lock'd and bolted, and all Fires and Candles be extinguiſhed 
before they go to Bed; and that the Men's Care be in what belongs to the 


Men, and the Maids in what concerns them. 


SIxTHLY, That all retire to Bed about the tenth Hour at Night. 
SEVENTHLY, And for the preventing of all diſorderly and croubleſome 


| Noiſe in the Family, it is enjoined all to forbear loud Diſcourſes, and to go 


to the Perſon they have Buſineſs with, and not to bawl and loudly call after 
them, it being both offenſive and unſeemly. | 


| Town, but on Bulineſ:, 


EiGHTHLY, That none == any Inn, or other publick Houſe in the 
own, and Leave given. Be 
NixTHLY, That none take the Liberty of abſenting themſelves on any 


the Family. And that the Concern thereof or of another be not di- 
vulged abroad, or made publick Diſcourſe. | 5 
ENTHLY, That when any One is ſent on Errands, they make no De- 
lay, neither enter into unprofitable Talk, but diſpatch the Buſineſs they 
employed about, whether Errands or otherwiſe, according to their reſpe 
tive Order and Inſtructions; that all may be done not with Eye-ſervice, 
but as fearing the Lord, and making Conſcience of diſcharging their ſe- 
veral Truſts. | W. P—NN. 


And whatſoever Things are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are juft, whatſoever Things are ure, whatſoever Things are of ; 
good Report; if there be any Virtus, if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe Things, and the Gop of Peact be wick us. SE | 


the Lord, to 1 from my Family about theſe Things which particu- 


4 leſſer Nature) yet neceſſary for the Civil Diſcipline of my fam. 
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all the Reſt according to the ſeveral appointed Times in their reſpective Sea- 


* 
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Pretence without Leave firſt granted them, provided either Maſter or Mi- 
treſs be at Home, or ſuch One as by them ſhall be appointed to overſee 


A Cory of the above ORDERS of DomesTic Otcoyony, was preſented to me a little after the AuTHOR's Death, by a worthy Friend who liv'd ſometime in the 
Family. And as theſe RULES are ſo generally inſtructive, there is no Houſhold to which they may not in ſeveral Reſpects prove beneficial. That Part relating to religious 
Conduct, ſhews what a Spirit of Chriſtian Fervour and Concern then appeared amongſt us. And were that Practice of Retirement but imitated in Part, it would be a Means of 
renewing Spiritual Strength, if we were rightly exereiſed; for when there is an Abſtraction of Body and Mind from the Purſuit of Temporal Things, and a calm 


Centering down to the ETERNAL Rock, we thereby give * and Families the faireſt Opportunities for the Enjoyment of that Divine Fortitude wherein our Preſer- 
vation ſtands. J. FORSTER. — BIRMINGHAM 3/0. 22. 1751. 9 
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